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Sustainable Security:

The Role of Youth in Bridging the Divide
The Young Bled Strategic Forum (Young BSF) is an annual conference bringing together young leaders to engage
in lively discussion and develop out-of-the-box solutions to some of the most pressing world issues.
The Young BSF model has been growing and changing and has become a unique meeting place for a diverse
array of young leaders, entrepreneurs, bloggers, thinkers and socially active individuals, offering them a platform
to share their visions, exchange ideas and connect with one another.
Numerous thought-provoking ideas have evolved throughout the years, while the main objective remains clear:
to bring together audacious and action-oriented individuals from different fields and offer them a collaborative,
creative, and inspiring environment for discussions and networking.
The Young BSF 2018 will host young leaders under the title: “Sustainable Security: The Role of Youth in Bridging
the Divides”. A ‘sustainable security’ approach prioritises the resolution of the interconnected underlying drivers
of insecurity and conflict, with an emphasis on preventive rather than reactive strategies. The central premise
of the sustainable security approach is that we cannot control all the consequences of insecurity successfully,
but have to work to deal with the root causes of instability.
Special emphasis at the Forum will be given to cross-regional cooperation. A new generation of leaders will
demonstrate that such cooperation is not only necessary, but inevitable for positive next steps in democratisation,
fighting corruption, terrorism and climate change, and fostering social, economic, and cross-cultural sustainable
development. To do this, young leaders have to learn from their peers from different regions, sharing their
knowledge, ideas and know-how. Sustainable regional cooperation programmes are the key to a comprehensive,
inclusive, and innovative approach that engages youth.
The 2018 Young BSF will link the themes and role of youth with the main event, Bled Strategic Forum. Three
topics from the main event will be selected and discussed from the youth perspective, while three outstanding
young leaders will be selected to participate as speakers at the main event. This will add value to BSF, bringing
innovative solutions and shedding light on youth perspectives. Youth will have an opportunity to meet the
leaders from the governmental, business and non-governmental sectors and join them in discussions addressing
salient issues.
Participants will be chosen through a public call for applications. Young leaders between 18 and 35 years are
qualified to participate. Applications will open in mid-March. The chosen participants will be expected to join
in extensive preparations and pre-event online meetings between June and September.
The Young BSF is an integral part of the annual Bled Strategic Forum, a leading conference in Central and
South East Europe focused on discussing and seeking solutions to pressing regional and global issues, organised
jointly by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Centre for European Perspective.

